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TRIFFIC on thg run

John and Margaret Richardson’s 680 TRIFFIC, a very consist-
ent performer in the Bay to Bay, being 2nd fastesr standard
680, even though loaded up for cruising and with a family
crew. The bow down attitude ceused by deughter Jenny
sitting up front is the right technique for the best downwind
speed. Keeps the ranson just out of the water for minimum

drag.

A Trailertri in New Zealand

T———y Y

by Don Naim

I have completed my GED and, after the usual st minute rush
of things to do. | trailed it up to Whangamata (Coromandel
Paninsula)] and launched it thers on Dacember 281h last.
She came off the trailer O.K,, but | noticed a tendency to tilt
aver before adegquate buoyancy was established aft from the
ends of the floats. Since this initial launching | have extended
the main hull suppons approx. 30ems further aft than shown
an the EBO trailer plans. and she now goes in and out in &
steady wpright position,

Everything worked beautifully during tha initial gantie sailing
tests which | did under main only to get the feel of the boat
proparly. After several days of carting relatives, fnends and all
nd sundry around on joyndes, | decided (o take a couple of
manohull friends and see how she went with the jib up as well.
In their actual words she “took off”" and went like a bomb, and
they ware very surprised at how light and easy the 680 was to
handia. Wa wars abla ta ksen ahead of ssversl tunee sl
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At the Races

Race results have rather dominated the (331 few issues of
TRAILERTRI so this issue will just cover latest results only
briefly, allowing more room for cruise and building staries.
Most outstanding race was the 1983 Tin Can Bay to Hervey
Bay Race, in which 36 trailable multihulls took part, 25 of
these being either Trailertris or Tramps.the balance being
Seawind 245 and some other assorted cats, and a Tremalino
Tri. THis was pfobably the greatest number of trailable
multihulls ever competing together in Australia and triple the
number of last year - how's that for growthi

Fastest multihull overall was Graham Hamer's Trailertri 880
{racing rig), closely followed by lan Farrier's Super Tramp, and
Humphrey Jones's Trailertri 680 (standard rig] 3rd, who also
took out 1st on handicap.

In spite of some rather dismal weather the race was a great
success and next yoar we hope to see over 50 multihull
starters.,

Bob Hall has been at it again, this time setting a new record
and winning on handicap in the Walcott to Pont Hedland
Ocean race in Western Australia, with his std. rig Trailertiri 680
Neheya Il. Bob is well known for winning the 1980 Mariay
Point Race, and, in particular, his technigue for sailing over
sand banks at high spead. Nona of this going around them
s tuff]

In" Mew Zealand, Calin Bruce took Ling honours with his
Trallertri 680 September Mom in the Radio XX Ohakana
Isiand to Te Kaha Steinlager Classic, while Dick Viosgrop took
bath line and handicap honours in the Round Waiheke Island
race in Auckland. Dick’s Trailertri 680 was the smallest boat in
his division - another top effort.

Here in Brisbane, lan Farriers Super Tramp haz won the
multihull saction of the 1983 Newport Waterways Winter
Senes. with Aimo Aho's Tramp 2nd, and Chilf Jame's 680 4th,
Trailertris or Tramps have now won this seres for 3 out of the
last & years.

On the racing scene, moves ase now being made to have
trallable multihulls officially recognized by the Australian
Yachting Federation, preferably as a ‘trailable yacht' with
appropniate safety regulations. Both the Victorian Tramp
Trimaran Assoc. and the South Australian Trailertn Assoc. ans
actively promoting this and the reception by the vanous State
yachting authorities has been favourable.

One important aspect that must be considered will be a
minimum stability figure. 1o screen out unsafe boats. This
could take the form of a8 minimum wind cepsize figure of
around 25 knots with full sail set. Trailertris, for example. range
from 25 to 32 knots, whereas some ol the current trailable
catamarans have Tigures much lower than 20 knots. Al of
these have capsized over the years, so obviously 20 knots is
oo low,

HAINES HUNTER
TRAMP

For details contac
Haines Hunter
Viking Ov. Wacol, 0. 4076
Phone (0T) 271 2722

Warld Wide Tech. Services
2500 Eant T.C, Juster,
Suite 520, Houstan, TH.,

Prons (7131 868 9862
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catamarans cruising in the area, and | felt that all the pastwork
was finally worthwhile. (| only have main and jib at present).
I spent three weeks cruising around the Coromandel area on

Cont. Page 2

Zay trips, then trailed back 1o Lavin to prapara for a three weak
cruising holiday in the Tasman Bay Mational Park aréa which |
ad arranged with two other 5.1, friends from Queenstown.

trailed my BBO over on the ferry as | didn’t consider | had
enough experenca in the boat to take it across Cook Strait as
yal
| met up with my friends at Kaiteriteri and as my 680 was
probably the first seen in the S.1. it created a tremendous
interest. and my two dyed in the wool Bonito Aguarius
owners werne very intrigued at finally viewing the craft I'd told
them so much about over the last three years.
Amyway we all cruised the area in beautiful weather and a
range of winds from flat calm to the windiest in that area for the
last few years.
You'll be interested to hear that in light conditions | was faster
than the Aguarius’s when they had their spinnakers up and |
had my 680 with only its two sails - the main and goosewinged
jib. They could hardly believe this and suggested that | may
have been motonng as wellll
Wall as luck would have it a week or so later we all set off in
gentle winds which rapidly tumed nasty and as it was a
downwind run | remembered your statement that the 680 runs
“as if on rails” downwind, so | just let her go. Our trip that day
was a twelve mile leg. we ploughed sway from the others
effortlessly and the boat felt so stable that even my wile whao is
a rathgr apprehonsiva sailer, wasn't in the least worried. We
arrived at the destination 40 minutes before the athers. and
heard that they had bothbroachedmore than once, one had a
wave over the stern, and both had stopped and reefed down
fuily. -
On the return tip, in very light winds, | arfived back at
Kaitenteri 35 minutes ahead of them [that was the occasion
mantioned sarlier). p
On several occasions we overnighted in estuaries and here |
found that you need two very good anchors to hold a 6BD
against a strong wind and tide from the same direction, as one
person is incapable of taking up the anchor rope against the
combined forces of curant and wind.
In all we had a marvellously rewarding cruise and this year
we'll be into action well before Xmas | hope.
Finally. | am more than pleased with your design and wish to
add that my boat iz exact to your plan, with the exception of the
jis which | made roller furling in the interesis of single handed
cruising - in spite of all the known ineflf i ciencies of this rig. (|
have a separale forestay).
I still have regular callers to view the 680 and am very pleased
with the standard of finish | was able to attain, especially when
one of my mono friends told me that mine was “the most
meticulously hinished boat ha'd ever seen|
I finished it all over with fibreglass - with the exception of the
cabin sides, then 10 coats of Reaction Lacquer. Rear cabin
bow has cork safedeck satin epoxy = and its manvellous when
wial.
Whien cruiging we caried the dinghy on the trampolings
where 1t became a very popular accessory for sitting in whilst
restraining the 2% year old on a short lead!
Ra the boat nsell - | took about 2% years 1o build as | spant a
great deal of time thinking about the next move! and to
minimise wastage to expensive Kaun manne ply | spent about
a month ormore making up half patterns of all the frames in the
boat - from old or damaged 3 ply and hardboaard, Although this
took a lot of time and work, | made the few mistakes | was
going to on the pattern ply and not the Kaun.

TRAILERTRI
SUPPLY COMPANY

[Exclumrvily recommaended by dedignad lan Famer
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Don Nairn's immaculate Tradern 6§80 at beautiful Kaiterarf
beach, Nelson, New Zealand. One of the best cruising spots in
the South Island.

1 found the most dilficult and time consuming part of the actual
building to ba the stage whenlhadto maka the cabin sides fit
accurately and symaetrically with the wing decks, The depth of
the curve that finally has 1o come into the lower edge is very
deceptive when trhying to visualize it from the plan,

Az | said the 680 is exact to plan for hull fleats and beams,
however | have included some mods re the rigging etc. for
cruising comfort as a single handler.

I left the forestay as per your plan and use a separate roller
furling jib sa | can remove the sail without alfecting the mast.
linstalled a pair of aluminium side plates [detatchable) into the
cabin sides with holes in line with the mast base so | can raise
and lower the mast single handed - | use the trailer winch in my
sat up.

| have installed handrails along the cabin top and have a
“submarine” type hatch in the foredeck.

| ran the mainsheat horee the full width of the after cabin and
attached it through the cabin top sides so that the track is in
ling with tha slope of the curved frant of the rear cabin top - in
this position | get a wider track and best of all an ideal
backrest. | just 5it on the beam end leaning back against the
track with my feet up on the cockpit seat and with one hand on
the tiller, with the M/S held in the other and off you go -
comforiable straight and level cruisingl! Highly recommended.
luse a8 5 H.P. Manner on a vertical homemade 5.5. sliding
bracket, with a 3:1 pulley and aleating setl up. At hall throttle it
pushes the 680 at 6 knots in hight conditions, and seems
ample for the conditions | am likely to go out in, The 12 litre
tank fits under the aft @nd of the alt cockpit seat and can be slid
onto the cockpit Noor. Fuel ling out thru cockpit drain hole.
Aegards,
Daon Naim
Lawvin

New Zealand

ALL TRAMP OWNERS: A possible leak point has been
discovered in the Tramp a1 the Transom drain plug area. I the
floor in the aft compartment has not been hitted exactly right
then when dniling the hole for the drain plug a small hole can
be oxposed allowing the compartment under the fioor to take
water from inside the aft compartment area. Whils not a
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Full range of Honstan & Epicrart Froducts

and all other parts and materials (except timber and plywood

at a minimum 20% off recommended retail price.
+ Send for our price list.

1 Main Road. Wellington Point Brisbane,
Qid. 4160, Australia, Ph: (07) 207 2235

FROM THE DESIGNER

IAN FARRIER, P.O. Box 128,
East Brisbane, Australia 4169,

Traglertri and Tramps - which Club caters for which? This is an
often raised question. and in this regard none of the current
TraflertrifTramps Clubs make any distinction. Tramps are very
welcome at the Brisbane based Trilertd Club, and the
Traileriri Associstion of South Australia, while Traflertr owners
ars welcome 1o join the Tramp Trimaran Club of Victoria. Both
types are just different models in the same design range, so
there should be no distinctions.

This newsletter is a little late (not unusual) the reason being
the editor of this issue (lan Farrier) has been busy doing a
Trailer construction drawing [finafly) for all Trailertri models.
This will now be included in all sets of plans, and is available to
all builders for $3. It combines all the best features of trailers
used over the years, with a number ol improvements particularly
pertinent to Trailerris. With the cost of commaercially made
trailers sky-rocketing, making your ewn trailer is now definitely
worthwhile,

Speaking of trailers., be sure to comply with your local
authorities regulations conceming brakes, lights, and weight
limits, Boat and trailer can easily end up much heavierthan you
gapact, with equipment and stores loaded on board. It s very
important that tyres have suMicient load capacity, and type of
brakes are legal for the load being towed. The only sure way to
find the load is 10 have the boat weighed. Final weights can
vary considerably depending on the timber used and con-
struction mathods:

Trailer lights = after many frustrating years repairing corrodad,
non-working lights, | have come to the conclusion that the
only trouble-lree way is 1o mountyour ights on a separate light
board which is then mounted on the boat transom, Tha lights
are then connécted direct 1o the car. avoiding any plugs/wiring
on the trailler. Just take the wiring cable over the top of the
boat. Thus everything is kept well away from saltwater, and the
lights are in the best possible place.

Many builders will be interested to hear that the old Trailertr
18 and 6B0 instruction books have now been rewritten,
combining all the detailed notes added over the years into the
actual text, plus incorporating larger photos of the various
construction stages. These are available for 8 each, USS10
for U.S. builders (sent air mail). Atfects only 18 builders and
Trailertri 680 builders prior to Sail number 300.

As all Tramp owners are aware, a true genoa has never been
cHered as an cption, the reason being it is very hard to fit one
with the rig and cockpit layout. However, expafimants with
soveral boats here in Australia have developed s genoa system
that does work quite well, and a conversion sheet ler this is
now available from lan Farrier - send 53 for postage and
handling. This sheet covers both Super Tramps and std.
Tramps.

A point about full batten sails and racing rigs. Full batten sails
have several ndvantages, these being better control over sail
shape, a non-flapping sail. and very good sail control in light
aie with chop conditions. However, they are 1'I1-n-rl dqﬂ'mull In
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SIGNITICANT SMTETY NAZANGANE LUY 000 POUnd OF WaTer Trmg
could accumulate is certainly a pedformance hazard. To check,
a hole should be dnlled through thie aft lloor, just behind the aft
bulkhead, and a dip stick used. Any water present can be
drained out by siphoning with a plastic wbe. The hole in the
floor can then be sealed with a drain plug. same as the
Transom one.

All Tramps are not affected, but the only real way to check is to
fit a drain plug in the floor as above. Any hole can be no bigger

than a pinhead, yet still let in water over a period of time.

No Frills Shows the Wa

Humphrey' and Clare Jones's standard Trallertrd 680 NO
FRILLS. overalf multihull winner of this year’s Tin Can Bay fo
Hervey Bay race and 3rd fascest. Thelr formula forsuccess was
keep the boat light (2 crew with no unnecessry gear) and just
sail free. An excellent performance from & stock standard
boat, showing that you don't need a racing rig fo perform well,
Humghrey and Clare are quite experienced sailors having
sailed & monohull from Canada to Australia, bur hadn't done
much racing prior to the Bay to Bay. NO THBILLS was
originally built by Den Chesher in Canberra and was the 2nd
set of 680 plans sold.

ay

Multihulls are still very much in the development stages as far
as satling technigues are concemed, and this IS oneg reason
why they sre such exciting craft to sail. One aspect that always
has been difficult is good close reaching under spinnaker.
Most skippers have probably found that you will be quicker by
droping the spinnaker and using genoa only, The reason for
this is usually the spinnaker sheeted too wide. The best place
is the outer aft edge of the aft deck of the centre hull, with the
windward brace pulled down the float at the forward beam by a
tweaaker, A pole must be used for close reaching.

Sheating the spinnaker closer avoids ovartightening the leach
and foot which couses the leach 10 curl in backwinding the
main with very slow results. With closer sheeting you will
aschieve much higher speeds, and much better pointing ability.

Sheeting angle for the jib/genca have also been under
investigation, 12° being normal in the past However. on my
Super Tramp we have been trying a 9% angle with great
succoss, windward ability being quite exceptional. An B°
shaeting angle will next be tried. Mainsail shapes must suit with
max. depth of 10 to 12% located about 46% aft. It should be
shightly flatter at the bottom and shghtly fuller at¥he top.
Always beware of over-tightening your jib/genol sheet,
nothing kills performance quicker. L
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SiDTE, TOSE MOre, anc Rrooagiy INew Worst Tedature I§ Doing
much more difficult to hoist or drop. The batiens tend 1o drve
farward at all times, pushing against the mast, creating a lot of
friction, It can therefore be very difficult to raise or lower the
mainsail unless pointing directly into the wind. It's nat much
fun when erusng. In contrast. release the halyard on a soft
satl, and it will just drop down.

If you have full batten sails, then one solution is to rub beeswax
or some spaciesl commarcial preparations on the bolt rope. to
ease the friction, Helps a lot, but it is still more difficult than a
saft sail.

Racing rigs are not recommended for cruising. They are a lot
more difficult to set up end control, and as has been proved
many umes, a well sailed standard boat is more than
compatitive with a racing rig boat. Obtaining good perform.

ance is more dependent on crew skills than anything else.

Another new Trailertri

Tom and Margaret Flanagan's Trallertri 680 on Oueensland’s
fabuious Gold Coast - near Brisbane. Launched in December
1882, it rtook Torn and Margarer T yesr 2 months o build,
Another very nice boat and a credit to the focal fesr.

!._____,_._.

The Haines Hunter Tramp is soon to be manufactured in
America. The reception by the public and the press has been
g0 good that Haines Hunter here is currently having great
diffigulty in keeping up with orders. 16 Tramps were shippad
in June, and virtually all of these were already sold. Tha Super
Tramp is the most favoured, its taller rig being more suitable
for the generally lighter U.5. conditions.

With quite a few Tramps now sold in the U.S. plus a
considerable number of Trailertris, a U.S, section will soon be
appearing in this Newslenter and a U.S. Trailertri/Tramp club
will be formed.

Multihull safety is a controversial subject as many builders will
know, and we all cop a bit of flack from time to time. Some of
this has been warranted, such as the temporary ban on
offshore multihull racing recently, after 2 capsizes in the 1982
racing season which resulted in a new stability factor for
offshore multis. This should go a long way in making these
rather extreme types of craft safer.

:_lnl_:!ujur_ more racent incident was the loss of 4 lives off two
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SAILIVIAKERS

High quality, race winning sails at a reasonable price

Flower & Adams P/L.

1st Marlay Paoint 1283 Super Tramp
1st Tin Can Bay 1983 Trallertri 680
Contact GEOFF ADAMS or AN KELSHAW
for advice on sails, battens and rigs.
SPECIAL AIR-FREIGHT RATES
33 Chard Road, Brookvale,

M.S.W. 2100, Australia. Ph: (02} 938 1232

Des and Myrla Williams are the prpud owners of TROIKA, the
first Trailertri ever built by lan Farrier. TROIKA (Sail no.1) is
now 9 years old and still going strong. Des writes:

Troika proved the concept and she iz a5 sound as the day lan
launched her, But she is not an 18 Sheisinfact 1 79" and her
house is currailed by small wing decks. Consequently, she is
not as commodious as a standard 18 and she really has only
one decent bunk. There /s a coffin bunk under the cockpir,
wihich | cannot face. | converted the single bunk into a double
by removing the sink and keeping available a flap which resis
on a siringer and the edge of the centre board box which
supports the only bunk. But this proved too claustropfobic for
Myrla, She preferred to sleep on the trampeling whilst |

. rejoiced i the cabin. This was fine wotil it rained, So we hit on

the idea of erecting K Mant two-man nylon tents on the
tramps.

It’s easy really. | scrowed bored-out, inverted nylon door
stopper pillars to the beams ot points which are central to the
trampalings. These receive the pillars of the rents. D5
screwed fo the extremities of the outer hulls. the comers of the
transom of the central hull and to points on the fore deck of the
main hull serve as atrachment points for the lines which
complete the trangulation of the tent poles. Although | spent a
might expecting one of the tents fo blow down, it survived a 30-
knot biow in the canals south of Tipplers.

I recantly damaged the keelson, probably through & bad
refrieval with a strong tide and a high wind. The glass had
lifred and the timber seemed soft. Panic thoughts: dry rot? |
havent lifting facilities and I'm not very useful anyway. Ray
Biizs put me at ease. It wasnt rot — lan had used Everdure/
For a very reasonable sum Roy planed off the damaged timber,
built it up ro standard, dynelfed the whole keelson and
incorporated half-round brass rubbing strips on either 3ide of
the centre board aperture for the whole length of the keelson
and for some distance forward of it. | understand some
builders are incorporating the brass from the beginning. In any
case, the problem (s probably not scule for boals whode
keeglsons are solid. whose centre boards are off-set. My mind
rasts easy again, for the little boat means a great deal 1o us.
One of these days. when the mast beats me, I'll either re-rig
her as a Tramp or sell her to Haines Hunter fo use for
promotional purposes. In the meantime | look forward ro
faunching her for the 58th time. When the rain stops . . .
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‘sell=-righting’ JOG keel boats which capsized and sank off
Sydney. Coming 8o soon alier the banaing of big multihulls lor
2 inconvenient capsizes (with no loss of lile) it has been
surprising that no similar action has been taken against
manohulls = at least until safety regulations ame revised, The
press reaction has cerainly been very mild and sympathetic,
particularly after the highly critical write-ups last year following
the multihull copsizes.

All this is even more surprising when one considers that over
the last 10 years, not a single lie has been lost in Australian
waters in unsinkable offshore multihulls, while over 20 lives
have been lost in offshore monahulls.

This is part of a world wide trend now, with only a handiul of
lives being lost off multihulls over the last 10 years, but with
literally hundreds lost off sinkable monahulis. It seems there
should be a total reappraisel of these important safety issuss
and a little mare attention given 1o the real danger - sinking -
and @ little less to multibull capsizes which may be incon-
venient. but are now rarely terminal. = lan Farriar

Trailertri Club — Sacratary — c/- Alicia Farrier,
122 Barton Foad. Hewthorme. Brsbame. 4171
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Max Boxali's Trailertei 720 taking shape at Falis Cresk, N.5. W,
Max was a recent visitor to & Traileds Club meeting here in
Brishane and amared everybody with his quick progress.

TRAILERTRI is the official newsletter of the Trailertn Club and
is published 4 timas a year. Publication date lor each issue
depends on the availability of suitable material, but will usually
occurin December/January, March/April, June/July, Saptem-
ber/October. Subseription is ASB, AST overseas [USS7) which
alsa entitles you to an associate membership of tha Trailertri
elub. Any intérested person may join, you do not have to be an
owner/builder,

Trailertri Club — Mambership — Sneils Lata,
17 Bunralty Stiest The Gap, Busbane, 4061
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